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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 



ON 



CONFIRMATION. 



1. Why do you wish to be confirmed ? 

A. Because Confirmation is an ordinance of 
the Church. 

2. Are you in duty bound to obey the 
Church ? 

A. Reason shows that so long as I belong to 
any society I ought to adhere to its regulations ; 
much more, therefore, ought I to hear the 
Church, Matt, xviii. 17. And the apostle par- 
ticularly enjoins us to render obedience to our 
spiritual rulers. 

3. Quote the passage. 

A. Ohey them that have the rule over you^ and 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls 
as they that must give an account^ that they may 
do it with joy and not with grief: for that is un- 
profitable for you. Heb. xiii. 17. 
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4 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

4. Did onr blessed Lord and Saviour Jeans 
Christ set us an example of such obedience ? 

A. Yes. He observed tlie Feast of Dedica- 
tion, a feast of merely hmnan institution. John 
X. 22. 

5. In accordance with this principle, you are 
taught in the Catechism to submit yourself to ail 
your governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and 
masters; are you to obey them in all things ? 

A. No. Not if they ordain any thing am~ 
trnry to Goifs word written. Article XX. 

6. Is Confirmation contrary to Scriptm'e ? 

A. Certainly not. I have never seen a. 
passage in Scripture which condemns it, while 
it seems to be sanctioned by the practice of 
the Jews in bringing their children to the 
temple at 13 years of age, to be examined as to 
their proficiency in the Mosaic Law; which 
practice was countenanced by our blessed Lord 
himself. Luke ii. 42. 

7. Since, then, the Rite of Confirmation is 
authorized by the Bishops of the Cliurch of 
EngUnd, and is not contrary to Scripture, you 
would feel in duty boinid, as a member of tjie 
Church of England, to observe it, even if nothing 
further were known as to its nature and i 
stitution ? 



ON CONFIRMATION. 

A. Yes. For St. Pau! warns us against thsl 
&a of causing divisions in the Cliurch. Note J 
beteech you, brethren, mark t/iem which ctuise divi- 
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine which j/e 1 
have learned, and avoid them. Romans xvi 

8. Is tlie Rite of Coufirmation peculiar tO> I 
the Church of England ? 

A. No. It was the universal practice of the I 
whole Church during the primitive and puresft J 

9. Can you prove this to me ? 

A, It is to be proved by reference to History. 
About 80 years after St. John, flourished, 
Tertullian, who mentious the custom as univer- 
sal, "after Baptism is laying on of hands; by 
blessing and prayer inviting tlie Holy Spirit, 
who graciously descends from the Father upon 
the bodies cleansed and blessed by Baptism '." 
About 60 years later lived St. Cyprian, Bishop 
of Carthage, and, alluding to the Samaritans who, 
having been converted and baptized by I'hilip 
the Deacon, received imposition of hands from 
St. Peter and St. John, he remarks : " And 
this is our present practice, witli regard to sucli 
persons as are baptized in the Churcli, who arc 
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De Baptismo, c. 8. 
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I ' brought before her Bishops, an J 
Holy Gbost by our prayer over them and the 
imposition of our hands upon them, and thus 
at length are perfected with the seal of our 
Lord '." Another Father, St. Jerome, speaking 
»f this ordinance, says, " do you demand where 
we find our authority for it ? I answer, in the 

■ Acts of the Apostles. But although we could 
produce no positive authority of Scripture, yet 
the consent or practice of the whole world, in 
this respect, would have tble force of a com- 
mwdment '." 

10. A rite so early and 80 universally observed, 
must surely h&ve been instituted by the Apostles 
themselves, — do we find no reference to it in 

■ holy Scripture ? 
A. In Acts viii. 14, to which allusion has be- 
fore been made, we find that when the apostles 
which were at Jerusalem, heard that Samaria 
had received the Word of ,God, and that many 

I Samaritans had been baptized by Philip in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, they sent unto tliem 
Peter and John, who, when they came down 
prayed for them, that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost, and l^d tlieir hands on them. This 



' Ep. 73, id Jubaianum. 

) Hieron. coqC Lucirer, o)i> 4. 
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seems to be a complete description of wlmt 
takes place at Confirmation. Philip, the infe- 
rior minister, could preach and baptize, but 
an apostle or bishop, was required to confirm ; 
and the act was sanctioned by the visible and 
miraculous operation of the Holy Spirit upon 
the persons confirmed, 

11. Can you quote any other passage ? 

A. In the 19th chapter of the Acts, we find 
that St. Paul, liaving; met twelve disciples 
Ephesus, who had been baptized laiEo John's 
baptism, first caused them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesu?, and then laid his 
hands upon them, i. e. confirmed them, and 
they received the Holy Ghost. 

12, Does not Saint Paul allude to this rite, 
when, in the sixth chapter of tlie Epistle to the' 
Hebrews', he speaks of the doctrine of baptism 
and of laying on of hands? 

A. He must be understood to allude to all the 
rites in which we find imposition of hands inva- 
riably used : and we certainly have no warrant 
for excluding confirmation ti-om bis meaning. 

> Calrui admiu that this single text is sufficient to prove 
that this rite wns of apostolical instttution, and that Iherefoie i 
it ought to he still continued in the Church. — See Calvin di 
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^^^H 13. In what other rite bas iinposition of hands 

^^^ been invariably used? 

r A. In the ordination of clergy. 

L 14. How does Saint Paul speak of the doctrine 

^^^^ of layings on of hands? 

^^^H A. As of one of the fundamentals of Cliristia- 

15. Is there any other allusion to this rite in 
the Scriptures ? 

A. In tJie primitive church, as baptism was 
called the enlightening, so confirmation was 
called the sealing of a Christian, and, tlierefore, 
we may perhaps consider the apostle to have 
reference to confirmation, when, Ephes, i. 13., 
speaking of Christ, he says, " in whom aim afier 
thai ye believed, ye mere sealed mth the Holy 
Spirit of promise, \. e. the promised Spirit. 

16. But it appears that the laying on of hands 
or confirmation, was attended, in the apostles' 
times, with miraculous gifts; does not tliis make 
an alteration in the case ? 

A. Not more than in the case of preaching, 
and praying, and excommunicating, which were 
eijually followed by miraculous manifestations of 
the Holy Ghost. The Holy Cihost at first sanc- 
tioned every apostolic ordinance by miraculous 
interference, to give proof of his having fulfilled 



•^ 



ON CONFIRMATION. 9 

the promise of our Lord, and .of his being pre- 
sent at the services of his ministers. But if the 
cessation of miracles is no proof that preaching 
and praying are unnecessary, it cannot be adduced 
as a proof that the Church is wrong in still con- 
tinuing the office of confirmation, or of laying on 
of hands. 

17. By whom is Confirmation administered? 
A. By the Bishop, the Spiritual Father, or 

chief pastor of the diocese. 

18. Why is the ordinance administered only 
by the Bishop ? 

A. Because the bishops being the successors 
of the apostles *, all authority to minister in sacred 
things is derived from them ; and, in imitation 
of the apostles, they have reserved the adminis- 
tration of this ordinance to themselves. 

19. What is the purpose of Confirmation ? 

A. It is " to confirm and perfect that which 
the grace of God*s most Holy Spirit has already 
begun in baptism, by the imposition of hands, 
with eflFectual prayer for the illumination of the 
same Spirit'." 

^ See on this subject the Churchman's Manual, or Questions 
and Answers on the Church, on Protestant and Romish Dis- 
senters and Socinians. Oxford. 

' Hooker. 
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20. What is required of those who come to be 
contirined ? 

A, Being now come to years of discretion, 
and having learned what their godfathers andgod- 
mot)iers promised for them in baptism, they are 
required, with their own mouth, openly before 
the Church, to ratify and confirm the same. 

21. What did your godfathers and godmothers 
promise for you iii baptism ? 

A. They did promise and vow three things in 
my name ; first, that I should renounce the devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh- 
Secondly, that I should believe all the articles 
of the Christian faith ; and thirdly, that I should 
keep God's holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of my life. 

22. Are you desirous to believe and do as 
they have promised for you ? 

A. Yes, verily, by God's help, I am. And 
I heartily thank our heavenly Father that he 
hath called me to this state of salvation through 
, Jesus Christ our Lord, and I pray unto God, to 
give me his grace, that I may continue in the 
same unto my life's end. 

23. Can you do this, without the special grace 
of God's Holy Spirit? 
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A. No. 

24. How must you seek for this special grace ? 

A. As by fervent prayer, and the other ordi- 
nances of the Holy Church, so especially by the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

25. What does the Catechism tell you is re-, 
quired of them that come to the Lord's Supper ? 

A. To examine themselves, whether they re- 
pent them truly of their former sins, stedfastly 
purposing to lead a new life ; have a lively faith 
in God's mercy, through Christ, with a thankful 
remembrance of his death, and be in perfect 
charity with all men. 

26. Is not this equally requisite in those who 
come to be confirmed ? 

A. Without doubt. And, therefore, in pre- 
paring myself now for the ordinance of Confir- 
mation, I feel that I am preparing myself to par- 
take, for the first time, of the blessed Sacrament of 
our Saviour's body and blood. 



THE END, 
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